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qIaces  of the deojilua serotina the blood of the 
mother and fmtus are brought into close con- 
tact without ictually mixing, ancl by the process 
of osmosis the fcetal blood is purified and 
aerated in a similar msy to the mot.her's blood 
in respiration, the difference being that the cells 
in the lung& are filled with air, instead of as in 
the placenta with blood. 

OUR PRIZE COMPETITIONS FOR APRIL. 
April lst.--Who is your favourite character 

in Ilistory, ancl why ? 
Apri l  8th.-In what ways may sleep be in- 

duced without drugs? \ 

A p r i l  15tl~.-TVhat is the most important 
feature in the treatment of diabetic patients? 

April BRnd.---What are the usual symptoms 
of pregnancy ? 

April 89th .--EIow are burns usually classi- 
fied 'I 

See advertisement on page xvi. 

' 'IRurses Tlntrilleb. 
We regret to learn that economy under the 

Metropolitci,n Asylums' Board is taking the 
form of retrenchment in relation to the nurses' 
uniforms, and the sub-conimithee appointed by 
the General Purposes Committee. to consider 
unrl report on the question of oflicers' uniforms 
propose n reduction in materials for women's 
dresses 'and uniforms, and also report : " We 
h v e  abolished lace and special frillings for 
caps, an alteration which should result in de- 
creased work in the laundries. On the other 
hand we propose that if needed, and not 
otherwise, n larger number of aprons be issued 
t o  most of the female staff, as we are satisfied 
thab the present allowance is inadequate in 
many instances. The financial saving on the 
reductions in materials, lace, etc., above re- 
ferred to, should be considerable." 

Nevertheless, a professional appearance in 
a nursing stnff is an asset which is of definite 
valiie, ancl the disappearance of the neat and 
becoiliiiig caps with goffered frills will be re- 
gretted by mnny, who are of opinion that too 
dear U price may be paid for small economies 
of this liind. 

We hope that Miss Margaret Jones, the 
Matron of the North - Eastern IIospital, 
Tottenham, who has been granted a month's 
leave of :&sence in order to  recruit her health 
after a recent illness, will return to  work in- 
vigorated by her rest. She is one of the hard 
morliers who can ill be spared, and i t  is only a 
Rhort time fiince she was transferred from Gore 
Farm Hospital to the North-Eastern, where 
we hope she has many happy and useful years 
before her. 
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Cbe 3nternatfonaI (CoiincfI of 
lFIurse5. 

Miss L. L. Dock, the Hon. Secretary of the 
above Council, writes th'at she is getting ready 
to start on the Progranime of the Internatibnal 
Congress of Nurses, to be held a t  Cologfie nest 
year, 1912. 

It has been proposed-(1) To, malie a special 
presentation of all the new lines of social 
service (public scrvice) nursing work. (2) To 
show the development of good secular training 
sc.liools in hospitals managed by nuns for the 
help of the North German Roman Catholic 
Sist'ers who are veiy willing to progress if they 
knew how. 

Miss Dock will at? an early date 
send a secretarial letter for publica- 
tion in the official organs of the various National 
Councils of Nurses, and as  she would like to be 
able to communicate an outline of the intended 
programme a t  Cologne to the annual meeting 
of the American Federation of Nurse& ab Bos- 
ton, U.S.A., in June nest, she a s k  fw an 
early notice of proposed Resolutions. Miss 
Dock writes : " I am perfectly bewitched with 
the accounts of the Pageant. You are wonders. 
Will you not bring it to  Cologne:' I think i t  
would be simply thrilling. " 

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES. 
The ihimediate question is when shall the 

annual meeting of the National Council of. 
Nursesbe heicl to settle all these importan$ 
affairs? Why should we not hold i t  in Corona- 
tion weeli ? A luncheon a t  which to  wish Health 
and Happiness to our new Monarchs, after 
which 8 Conference to decide on the part the 
National Council of Nurses of Great Britain 
an.? Ireland wish to take in the great forth- 
coining Inteniational Congress a t  Cologne. 
We know from past esperience how wonder- 
CdlIy German woman organise their interna- 
tional hospitdity, and the gathering in 
the historic Giirzenicli at Cologne cannot be 
miwed, especially by British numes who wish 
to give a hearty welcome to their colleagues 
from India and New Zealand a t  the Affiliation 
Ceremonies. 

"- Cbe Murofng pageant. - 
Many inquiries are still being made as to 

whether the Programme and Book of the Words 
of the Nursing Pageant can still be, obtained. 
The Programme, price 2cl., and the Book of the 
VT70rds, piice Gd., may be had on application to 
tho Pageant Secretary, 431, Oxford Strcct, 
London, W. Postage (ld.) should be enclosed. 
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